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Under Transform, there are two related recode commands you might use: Recode 
into Same Variables and Recode into Different Variables. These two commands enable 
you to take an existing variable, change the values on that variable, and replace the origi-
nal variable (Recode into Same Variables) or create a new variable with your recoding 
(Recode into Different Variables). At the outset, it is worth noting that some researchers 
recommend using only Recode into Different Variables. We take that position here.

  Try This Now

When you take an existing variable and replace it with a new variable 
(Recode into Same Variables), the old values disappear. Why would some 
researchers recommend using only Recode into Different Variables?

FIGURE 10.13	 Data View Showing PaduaScaleMean
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